
ATA Conventions 1950-1999
This pictorial presentation reviews each

ATA convention and exhibit ion from 1950 to
1998. As early as January-February 1950,
ATA co-sponsored a 2fi)-frame non-compcti-
t ive topical stamp exhibit ion in Phi ladelphia,
and ATA's Second Topical Exhibit ion was
hefd  March  2-4 ,  1951.  in  Camden.  New
Jcrsey, in conjunction with SOJEX.
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A1'A's First Anniversary was observed
wi th  th is  cachetcd  cover  cance l led  in
Milwaukee on Septenrber 12, 1950, one year
lo the day of ATA's lbunding. Then on
Scptcmbcr 17, 1950, ATA's f irst anniversary
was celebrated at a Regional Convention at
the Sherman Hotel in Chicago, with members
from six statcs in attendancc.
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The First ATA National Convenlion &
Exhibit ion. cal led TOPEX. was held June 20-
22, 1952, in Johnstown, Pennsylvania at the
Fort Stanwix Hotel,  hosted by Johnstown
Stamp Club; Horner L. Jones served as gener-
al chairnran. Therc were only lbur dealers in
the Bourse, but there were 249 (nine-page)
exhibit ion l ' ranres with 56 exhibits.

The 1953 ATA Convention and

I
buys starnps at thL- postal stat ion fronl TOPEX
post-ni istress Hazel C. Wil l ianrs during the
1955 A ' l 'A  Convent ion  and Exh ib i t ion
w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  J u n e  l 7 -  l 9  i n  D c c a t u r ,
l l l inois. at the Hotel Orlando; i t  was hosted by
the Dccatur Stanrp Club. There * 'c 'rc 2-52
(n ine-page)  exh ib i t ion  t ' ra rnes  w i th  88
exh ib i ts .  and a  Bourse  o l .  l4  dca le rs .

The 1956 A' l 'A Convention and
Exh ib i t ion  was hc ld  June l -5 -17  in  Dc ' t ro i t ,
M ich igan,  a t  the  Hote l  Tu l le r  hos tcd  by  thc
ATA Creater Detroit  Chapter #14. Janres C.
Gardner served as gencral chairman, and thcre
were J2-1 (ninc-pagc) exhihit ion frrntes wilh
96 cxhibits, as wcl l  as the First Court of

Honor. Those dcpictcd in the photograph
takcn at TOPEX 

'56 arc (standing, lel i  to
r ight) Sidney Esten, Leonard Zcl lcr,  Walter
Sievcrs, Edward Flath, and Lawrence l{usak.
Thosc seated ( lel i  to r ight) include Harold F.
Ray l .  Ccr t rudc  l {usak ,  Mi ld rcd  Socnd l in ,
Theresa Smith, Fkrrence Wil l iams. and Carl
Socnd l in .
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Thc l95 l t  A t 'A  Convent ion  and

ATA nrcnrbcrs convcncd l t  t l tc l l l r l i l ton
l lo tc l  rn  Ch ic : rgo .  l l l i no is ,  l i r r  thc  1957 A ' l 'A
Convent ion  and Exh ib i t ion .  Junc  1 .1 -  16 ,
wearing this r ibhon. 

' l 'hc nrcct ing was hostct l
by  t l rc  ATA Ch icago land Chap lc r  #15.  and
Joscph A. l ludcc sc-rvcd as gc'rrcnrl  chuirnlrn.
There  wcrc  25( )  (n rne-p lgc)  cxh ib i t ion
f ranrcs .  w i th  85  cxh ib i ts .

Exh ih i t ion  was hc ld  Junc  l - l -15  in  l - i t t l c
Rock, Arkansas, l t  thc l-a l : lyc-ttc l lotel.  host-
ed  by  thc  Twin  C i ty  S t l rnp  C luh .  O.  M.
Blackl irrd scrvcd rs gcncrul chairntan, and
autographcd thc covcr shown hcrc. ' I 'hcrc

wcrc 250 (ninc-plgc) l ' rantcs with 52 cxhihits.
Rrr thc l l rst t imc, t l rc Crand Award wcnt (o i ln
exhibitor l ' ronr outsidc thc LI.S. (sce l ist ing ol '
Crand Award winners nn pagc 50).

Exh ib i t ion  was he ld  June l9 -2 l  a t  the
National Phi latel ic Museum in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania (shown here). l t  was hosted by
rhe  Museum and the  Ph i lade lph ia  ATA
Chapter #6, with Wil l iam M. Wilson as gen-
eral chairman. There were 300 (nine-page)
exhibit ion frames with 76 adult and 20 junior
exhibits. The exhibit ion remained on view in
the  Museum unt i l  Ju ly  20 ,  1953.

This cover was used for the 1954 ATA
Convention and Exhibition which convened
June l8-20 in Dayton, Ohio, at lhe Miami
Hotel.  l t  was hosted by the Dayton Philatel ic
Society, and Carl Soendlin served as the gen-
eral chairman. There was a Bourse of l6 deal-
ers, and | 50 (nine-page) exhibit ion frames
and 46 exhibitors.
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ATA presidcnt l larvcy Johnson and Jerry
Husak cut the birthday cake at ATA's Tenth
Anniversary Convention and Exhibit ion
which  was hc ld  June l9 -2  I ,  19-59 ,  in  Ncw
York City at the Shcraton McAlpin l lotcl .  l l
was joint ly hostcd by thc ATA Ncw York
Area Chapter #l and (hc A' l  A Ncw Jcrscy
Chaotcr #17. with Lconard Hclrn scrving as
gcn i r r l  chr r i rman.  Thcrc  wcrc  l {5  cxh ih i t . s  in

ATA President Homer Jones and To'fEI

General Chairman Dessie E' Bodamer (left)



212 (16-page) exhibit ion l iames, and for the
first i ime a f irst day of issue ccrcmony was
hcld at a TOPEX for thc l4 dcnominations ol '
postagc due stamps (Scott J88-J I 0l ) .

Firsl  day ol ' issue ceremonies were held for
the U.S. airmail  postal card (Scorr UXCS) at
the 1960 ATA Convention and Exhibit ion
which  was he ld  June l7 -19  a t  the  Dykman
llotel in Minneapolis, Minncsota. l t  was host-
ed by the ATA Minneapolis Chapter #28, and
Levi M. l{al l  servcd as gcneral chairman; the
hanquet speaker was Stanley Hodziewich,
curator of thc U.S. Post Ofl lce Philarel ic
Exhibits. There were 62 exhibits in 225 exhi-
bi l ion fralnes.
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The 1964 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion celebrated ATA's l5th annivcr-
sary June l9-21 in Camden, New Jersey. at
the Walt Whitman Hotel.  l t  was hosted by the
ATA Philadelphia Chapter #6, and Melvin J.
Andrews served as general chairman. A high-
l ight of the meeting was "ATA Day" at the
New York World's Fair on June 22. There
were 304 exhibit ion frames of l2 pages each,
and 67 exhibits.

The 1965 ATA Convention and
Exhibition was held lune 25-27 in Aurora,
l l l inois, at the Aurora Hotel and the Masonic
Temple. . The hosts were the ATA Aurora
Topical Chapter 1140, and the Fox Vallcy
Stamp Club, with Ashton J. Humiston as gen-
eral chairman. There were 79 exhibits in 237
(nine-page) exhibit ion frames.

It  was at the Cardinal Spellman Philatel ic
Museum in Weston, Massachusetts, that ATA
members assembled for the 1966 ATA
Convenlion and Exhibit ion held June 24-?6,
1966. Attendees stayed at the Charter House
Motel.  and Arthur B. Crowell ,  Jr.  served as
general chairman. There were 53 exhibits in
175 (s ix teen-page)  exh ih i t ion  l iames.

ATA members traveled to Colorado
Springs, Colorado, for the 1962 ATA
Convention and Exhibit ion, held June l5-
17, and hosted by three organizations: the
Colorado Spr ings  Stamp Club ,  rhe  A i r
Academy Stamp Associat ion, and rhe Kit
Carson Stamp Club. The convention used the
Antlers Hotel, and John H. Jelfus and Z.eta
Zimmerman served as co-general chairmen.
There were 73 exhibits in 300 frames.

Kachina dol ls, made by Hopi Chief Whire
Bear, were presented to al l  f i rst place exhibit
winners at the 1963 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion which was held June l3-16 at the
Ramada Inn in Phoenix, Arizona. l t  was host-
ed by the Arizona Society of Topical
Philatel ists (ATA Chapter #l3), and Robert E.
Ditzler served as general chairman. There
were 105 exhibits in 400 frames: each frame
held only six album pages.
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("Pop") Husak enjoy thcmsclves at the 1967
ATA Convention and Exhibit ion which was
held June 23-25 in Rochcster. Ncw York. at
the Mangcr Hotel.  Thc grthcring was hostcd
by  the  Rochester  Ph i la tc l i c  Soc ic ty ,  and
Dorothy Fordhanr Smith servcd as general
chairman. There wcre 5l exhibits in I  l9 (six-
teen-page) exhibit ion franres.

It was back to the birthplace of ATA for
the l96tl  Convention and Exhibit ion held
June 2l-23 in Milwaukce, Wisconsin, at the
Sheraton Schroeder Hotel.  Hostcd by the
ATA Wiscons in  Chapter  #5 ,  C la rence
Beltmann served as general chairman. There
were 64 exhibits coming l ' rom Belgiunt,
Canada, Cernrany, Grcat Bri tain, South
Africa, Swedcn, and U.S.. in 300 (nine-page)
exhibit  frames. This was the f irst t ime that
Canada Post operated a postal stat ion at
TOPEX.

ATA presidcnt Fred Korotkin and Jerry
Husak cut the 20th anniversary hirthday cakc
at the I969 ATA Convention and Exhibit ion

Frankl in R. Bruns, Jr.,  presided at the f irst
day of issue ceremonies for the l  l -cent air let-
tersheel (Scorr UC35) ar rhe l96l ATA
Convention and Exhibit ion which was held
June l6- l8 at the Johnstown Masonic Temple
in Johnstown, Pcnnsylvani l .  Honrer L. Jones
scrved as general chairrnan, and there were 82
exhibits in 366 exhibit ion l ianres.
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held Junc 27-29 at the Sheraton-Chicaso
Motor Hotcl in Chicago. l l l inois. l t  was holt-
ed by the ATA Chicagoland Chapter #15, and
Donald J. van Winter was general chairman.
Thcre were 9l exhibits in 316 exhibit  frames.
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For the firsl lime, ATA members traveled
outs ide  the  U.S.A.  fo r  the  1970 ATA
Convention and Exhibit ion. The bi l ingual
program was held June l9-21 in Montreal,
Canada, hosted by the Union Philatel ique de
Montreal. Sessions were held at the Paul
Sauve Sports Ccntre with Clarence de
Bellel 'eui l le scrving as general chairman.
There were 4l exhibits in 300 (eighr-page)
exhibit frames, and a first dav ceremonv was
hcld for Clnadian Reil  stamp-(Scoft 5l i) .

The new ATA logo, designed by K.
Theodorc Kom who autographed the cover
shown here. was introduced at the l97l ATA
Convention and Exhihit ion held June l8-20
in Syracuse, New York. at the Onondaga
County War Memorial.  The Syracuse Stanrp
Club hosted the meeting, and Elsie P. Rose
scrved as general chairman. There were 74
e::hibits in 325 (six-page) exhibit  l iames.

Covernor Curt is proclaimed "Maine
Topical Stamp Collect ing Week" for the 1972
ATA Convention and Exhibit ion which was
hefd June 23-25 in Falmouth, Maine. Hosted
by the Maine Philatel ic Society, rhe show was
called TOPEX-MAIPEX '72. l t  was held at
the Falmouth High School with Harold M.
Karkos as general chairman. There were 69
exhibits in 250 (nine-page) exhibir frames.

ROPEX-TOPEX '74 was the name for the
1974 ATA Convention and Exhibit ion
which was held June 2l -23 in Rochester. New
York, at the Flagship Hotel.  Hosted by the
Rochester Phi latel ic Associat ion, John H.
Kalbfus served as general chairman. There
were 65 exhibitors in 252 (sixteen-page)
exhibit  l iames.

The 1975 ATA Convent ion  and
Exhibit ion, cal led LINPEX-TOPEX 

'7-5. r ' r 'as
held June 27-29 in Lincoln, Nebraska, at the
Radisson Cornhusker Hotel.  l losted by the
Lincoln Stamp Club (ATA Chapter #46)'
Walter L. Knight served as general chairtnan.
There were 3g exhibits in 251 exhibit  frames.

For the frrst t ime, ATA did not hold i ts
own exh ib i t ion  a t  the  ATA Annua l
Convention in 1976 which was held in con-
iunc t ion  w i th  INTERPHIL  

'76 .  ATA sess ions
were  he ld  June 4 '6  in  Ph i lade lph ia '
Pennsylvania, at the Benjanrin Frankl in Hotel
Francisco Crestana of Brazil was keynote
speaker for the ATA conveniion.

Jerry and Sally Husak enjoy themselves at
rhe 1977 ATA Convention and Exhibit ion
held June l7-19 in Dallas, Texas' at the
Marriott Hotel. Hosted by the North Texas
Philatel ic Associat ion with the theme "Six

Flags Over Texas," Sam Wilkinson l l l  served
as 

-general 
chairman. Astronaut Henry

Han;field was the keynoter, and there were 48
exhibits in 300 exhibit  frames'
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ATA members rol lcd the dicc at thc 1978
ATA Convention and Exhibit ion hcld Junc
23-21 in Atlantic City, New Jcrsey, at thc
Ocean One Motel.  Hosted hy the Seashorc
Stamp Collcctors Club, Ccorgc Praguc served
as general chairman. Therc were 36 exhibits
in 150 exhibit  frames.
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This souvenir depict ing stamps having had
first day of issue in Colorado was prepared for
the 1973 ATA Convention and Exhibit ion.
It  was hefd lune22-24 in Denver, Colorado. at
the Denver Hil ton Hotel.  Hosted bv the Rockv
Mountain Philatel ic Exhibit ion. th-e show was
enti t led TOPEX-ROMPEX '73, wirh Bruce
Cary as general chairman. There were 49
exhibits in 278 (nine-page) exhibit  frames.
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ATA members traveled (o the northwest
for the 1979 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion held June 22-24 in Spokane,
Washington, at thc Ridpath l lotel.  l losted by
the  In land Enrp i rc  Ph i la te l i c  Soc ie ty .  A l
Seeber served as gencral chairman, and Hugh
W. Johnston was vice chairman. There werc
50 exhibits in 398 exhibit  frames.
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Herman "Pat" Hcrst was the awards ban-
quet spcaker at the 1980 ATA Convention
dna pinif  i t ion which was hcld lune 2o-22 in
Port land, Maine, at the t lol iday lnn. Maine
Philatel ic Society again hosted the mcetlng
with Earle C. Brooks as general chairman.
There were 43 exhibits in 276 exhibit  frames

Ciancarlo Morol l i  of l taly'  keynoter at the
l98l ATA Convention and Exhibit ion' vis-

i ts with Jcrry Husak. The convention was hcld
lune 26-28 in Chicago, l l l inois, al the Palmer
House. Hosted by the ATA Chicagoland
Chapter # I  5, Armin Kusswurm served as gen-

eral chairman. In addit ion to the f irst cvcr l i t -
e ra tu re  exh ib i t ,  thc re  were  76  thcmat ic
exhibits in 342 (sixtccn-pagc) cxhibit  frantcs'
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out i ts own exhibit ion. ATA met in coniunc-
t ion  w i th  AMERIPEX '86  in  Rosenront ,
l l l inois. Mav 30 to June I at the Ramada
O'Hare Hoiel.  Franceska Rapkin of Creat
Britain addressed the special ATA luncheon.

Donald W. Smith, Donald Brenke, and
Arlene Crosby staff the ATA table ar rhe t982
ATA Annual Convention at BALPEX in

l{unt Val lcy, suburh ol '  Balt inrore, Maryland,
on Septembcr 5. Thc 1982 ATA convention
and cxhibit ion was to be held June 25-27 in
Anaheim, Cali lomia, but i t  was cancellcd, and
ATA was unable to hold i ts own exhibit ion.

Dott ie Srnith beams at hcr exhibit  on
Castles during TEXANEX-TOPEX '83, rhe
namc lbr thc 1983 ATA Convenlion and
Exh ib i t ion .  l t  was  hc ld  June 17-19 in  San
Anlonio, Texas, at the F'our Seasons Hotel.
l {os ted  by  the  San An lon io  Ph i la te l i c
Associat ion, John Tadtly served as gcneral
chairman. Thcre were 47 exhibits in 230
exhibit  l ' rarnes. ln addit ion, f i rst day of issue
ccrcrnonies were held lbr the U.S. 1984
Olynrp ic  Canres  b lock  (Scor  C l0 l -C lO l ) .

Jerry and Sally Husak were honored in
Lincoln, Nebraska, ar rhe 1984 ATA
Convention and Exhibit ion held June l5-17
ar  rhe  H i l ron  [ {o re l .  Enr i r led  L INpEX-
TOPEX '84, and hosted by the Lincoln Stanrp
Club, Kenneth Pruess served as general chaii-
man. There were 33 exhibirs in 150 exhibir
frames.

First day o[ issue ceremonies for the
Ambulance 1860s and Buckboard 1880s bulk
rate lransportat ion coi ls (Scott 2124 and 2 t 28)
were held at the 1985 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion June 2l-23 in Reno, Nevada, ar
the Riverside Hotel.  Held under the name of
NEVPEX-TOPEX '8-5, ir  was hosled by rhe
Nevada Stamp Study Sociery, and Richard
Drei l ing served as show chairman. There were
33 exhibits in 200 exhibit  frames.
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Just  as ATA did lbr  INTERPHIL in 1976'
the 1986 Annual Convention was held with-

The 1987 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion was held June 26 to June 28 in
Columbia, South Carol ina, at the Radisson
Hotel.  Hosted by the Columbia Philatel ic
Society in conjunction with the 23rd
Southeastem Philatel ic Exhibit ion, hence the
name o f  o f  SEPEX-TOPEX '87 ;  Har ry
McDowell  served as general chairman. There
were 34 exhibits in 140 exhibit  frames.

It was back to Canada for the 1988 ATA
Convention and Exhibit ion held June l7-19
in Toronto at the Sheraton Centre. Alan J.
Hanks served as general chairman of the show
which was held in conjunction with the f irst
annua l  meet ing  o f  the  Canad ian  Stamp
Dealers Associat ion. There were 3l exhibits
in 145 exhibit  frames.

ATA president David Kent and executive
director Donald W. Smith head for the 1989
ATA Convention and Exhibi l ion which was
he ld  June l6 -18  in  Spokane,  Wash ing ton ,  a t
the Ridpath Hotel.  Hosted by the Inland
Empire Philatel ic Society, Albert Seeber
served as general chairman. This show was
the f irst to qual i fy for the APS World Series of
Philately. There were 43 exhibits in 200
exhibit  frames.

banquet program for TOPEX
XXV which was the name for

Convention and Exhibit ion

held June l-3 in Providencc, Rhode lsland, at
the Omni Bi l tmore Hotel.  Hosted by the
Rhode lsland Philatel ic Society, Kcnncth
Woodbury served as general chairnran. Thcre
were 59 exhibits in 217 exhibit  frames.

A f irst day of issue ceremony was held for
three U.S. bird stamps: the sparrow hawk
(Scott 2481). thc bluebird (Scotr 2482), an<l
the cardinal (Scott 24891 at the l99l ATA
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Convention and Exhibit ion held June 2l-23
in .Aurora, Colorado, at the Radisson Hotel.
Hosted by the Topical Phi latel ists in
Colorado, the theme was "A Mile High
Ph i la te l i c  Exper ience, "  and Dona ld  C.
Beuthel served as general chairman. There
werc 38 exhibits in 200 exhibit  frames.

Members attending a luncheon at the 1992
ATA Annual Convention received a copy of
this special Cuernsey first day cover in keep-
ing with the lheme of the World Columbian
Stamp Expos i t ion  in  Rosemont ,  l l l i no is .
Meeting without i ts own exhibit ion, ATA's
sessions were held May 29-31 at the Radisson
Suite Hotel with eight special lectures, and
meetings of l6 af l l l iates. Daniel Olsen pre-
sented an address at the ATA luncheon.

The 1993 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion, salut ing America's dairy indus-
try, was held June 25-2' l  in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. at the Grand Milwaukee Hotel.
Hqsted by the Waukesha County Philatel ic
Society, Robert Mather served as general
chairman. There were 43 exhibits in 200
exhibit  frames. A f irst day of issue ceremony
was dso hcld for the red squinel booklet
(Stott 2489).

A tr ibute to the Plains Indians was the
theme for the 1994 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion which was was held June l7-19 in
Omaha, Nebraska, at the Holiday Inn Central.
Hosted by the Omaha Philatel ic Society,
Robert C. l,oeck served as general chairman.
There were 28 exhibits in 166 exhibit  frames.

First day of issue ceremonies for the U.S.
peaches and pears stamps (.Scott 2487-2488)
were held at the Peppermill Hotel in Reno,
Nevada, July 7-9 during TOPEX-NEVPEX
'95, the name for the 1})5 ATA Convention
and Exhibit ion. Hosted by the Nevada Stamp
Study Society. Ruthe Drei l ing served as gen-
eral ihairman. There were 38-exhibits in- l  85
exhibit  frames.

The 1996 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion was held July l0-12 in Dallas'
Texas, at the Medall ion Hotel.  Hosted by the
Southwest Phi latel ic Foundation, thg
Wineburgh Philatel ic Research Library, ano
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14 North Texas stamp clubs, Lany D. Sal l
served as general chairman. There were 42
exh ib i ts  in  l80  exh ib i t  f rames.

Among the many special symposia at the
1997 ATA Annual Convention held in con-
junction with PACIFIC 97 in San Francisco.
Ca l i fo rn ia ,  was  "Themat ics  Around the
World" with ntoderator Ann Triggle and left
to r ight Bernard Jimenez of France; Giancarlo
Morol l i  of l taly; Margaret Morris of Creat
Br i ta in ;  Gunnar  Dah lv ig  o f  Sweden;  and
Ruden Reis Kley of Brazi l .  ATA sessions
were held June 6-8 at the King Ceorge Hotel
and the San Francisco Convention Center.

ATA members were greeted by museum
director James H. Bruns and ATA president
Dorothy C. Smith for a reception at the
Nat iona l  Pos ta l  Museum in  Wash ing ton ,
D.C.. during the 1998 ATA Convention and
Exhibit ion. Undcr a new t i t le of the National
Topical Stamp Show. and the f irst to be orga-
nized exclusively by ATA, sessions were held
Ju lv  l7 -19  in  Fa l l s  Church ,  V i rg in ia ,  a t  the
Fairview Park Marriott  l lotel.  David Kcnt
served as convention chairman, and there
were 40 exhibits in 200 frames.

Happy 50th BirthdaY ATAI


